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Are there any questions? 

Question: Before the Machsom, a person can clearly imagine what “sweet and bitter” is.

Well, go ahead, clear it up for yourself.

Question (cont’d): It means “pleasant or unpleasant,” to aim for one’s very best state.

If a person is before the Machsom and wishes to determine his state, whether or not he is mistaken in it, in his analysis of this state… 

If a person were an absolute animal, he would not make mistakes. If one only takes into consideration his own egoism and nothing else—no conventions imposed on him by society, various rules, being ashamed—if he acts like an animal, according to instinct, if he could act that way, he would not make mistakes. Animals don’t make mistakes. They don’t! Only if an animal is sick and its various inner systems are disrupted, only in that case, can it make mistakes like falling from somewhere or dismissing something, etc. In an animal, the laws of nature act precisely because egoism is precisely controlled by the laws. 

However, a person in our world has manners. Memories, various conventionalities and obstructions create various confusions in his head and cause him to move forward. We can’t say that he acts only egoistically. He has egoism and he does act only egoistically, but this egoism is set in motion by the various conventionalities that society has made and accepted for itself, rather than being under the influence of nature’s precise laws. This, in turn, does not correspond to any laws and is very distant from all of nature. Therefore, no matter what a person does, he is always mistaken—always. This is how a person differs from an animal. So, what is your question?
Question (cont’d): How can a person determine what is “truth or false” before the Machsom? 

It is very simple. If a person is in a group, and he and his friends agree to bestow to each other, to help each other, to express love and goodness toward each other in the name of attaining equivalence to the Creator, attaining the goal, then these interactions in the group become the model of the truth for him. That’s because there is no truth in our world.

We studied the article about the four angels, “truth-false,” “Chesed Ve Emet.” So, what happens with the truth? The truth is buried underground, and only afterward does it sprout from the ground. How does a person in our world know what the truth is? One is unable to feel it. A person can only imagine it. And every person imagines it differently. Where in our world can we find the truth when it is in fact hidden? The truth is the Creator. Emet is his essence. 
How can a person picture this for himself? One can only picture it if he tries to create such a condition. By creating a system that works for bestowal within a group of friends, this system becomes the model or the example of the truth for the individual. And it suits a person's development precisely. It isn’t simply an absolute, ideal, great truth, which one cannot relate to or even assess in any way. What a person creates in the group, and what the group creates within itself, is the kind of truth that is within one's grasp; a person sees it, understands it, and can work with it. Therefore, everything is created that way. 

There is no other truth in our world. There is no possibility to imagine what the spiritual is other than within a properly organized group. And after the Machsom, this properly organized group will be revealed in the form of collecting the interactions of the souls. 

Question: Are we constantly situated in Klipa Noga? Or, is it the area where we can turn a minus into a plus?

Well, it depends on whom [you are referring to]. In general, the Klipot are great forces. It is when a person realizes what forces act within him and he determines where he is. There is no such thing as “I am probably situated somewhere.” There is no “probably somewhere.” “Probably somewhere” means nowhere. That means that a person must realize where he is right now with respect to the spiritual, since he must measure himself with respect to something. 

A person has some positive attributes in him and some negative attributes. One begins to feel and understand that the positive as well as the negative attributes are assigned to him from the outside. That is not him. And where is he? One is where he can determine now or form himself, where he can realize himself so to speak. Where is this? It is within all of his confusions, the misunderstandings, and various unsolved relations to the Creator. It is there, in this place that exists, where I can formulate myself in the proper attitude to Him. 

Therefore, this place is called “the place of free will,” “Klipat Noga.” Noga means “not here or there.” One can begin to properly formulate this place, all of his feelings and everything that he has, into a single image of bestowal and love, in contrast to one's egoism, in accordance to what he hears from the group and the books. And by gradually forming oneself this way, one realizes this freedom of will, this Klipat Noga, by joining it to bestowal. When one has joined it, that’s it, he has already worked off some specific degree. 

And then the next degree emerges in him, which has one's positive as well as negative attributes too and some strange states in between them, difficult, confusing, unknowing, states directed at the friends, and unwillingness to partake in the group enough to give oneself to this idea; the greatness of the goal is lacking, and so on. One needs to overcome them. Here again one must choose and act. Again, it is a place for a person to express the freedom of will, and so on. In other words, one constantly rises by working in the middle line, in the realization of Klipat Noga. 

Question: One is constantly told, “Love thy neighbor.” Is there a definition of “neighbor”?

To “love thy neighbor” means to love everyone who is together within the same goal. A person who is spiritually close to me is considered to be my neighbor because together we are going toward the same goal and can help each other. A person can help his neighbor by treating him with goodness. “Goodness” implies that one feels it to be actual goodness for him, meaning that he perceives, accepts, and understands it to be such. And he does the same to me.

Why should one do this particularly with a neighbor? That is because in this case a person receives support from his efforts and he sees that his efforts support both him and the neighbor; they lead a man toward the goal. Therefore, the work in the group (evident work) gives us the energy to move ahead. However, with the spiritual, it is hidden; we can’t act that way. So instead of the spiritual, we are given the group so that we can prove ourselves. That’s what the neighbor is. Above all, the neighbor is the one who is on the same path, who properly understands the goal, like each member of the group, and who aspires to reach this goal through mutual work with the others. A man can’t be without his neighbor, and his neighbor can’t be without him. 
The next level for “neighbor” is simply that the rest of humanity will become my neighbors as well. However, the attitude toward them is different. It cannot be like “to a neighbor” but like “to the next circle of fellow travelers,” so to speak. And only dissemination is at play there. To display love toward them, to display collaboration or goodness toward them is not allowed. Not allowed! That’s because they will not understand it correctly since they are not attuned to understanding your kindness toward them as a display of a means for attaining the goal. They won’t understand! Humanity will believe that a person who behaves that way is a kind altruist and “eat him alive!” [Laughter in the audience.] They will let a person go ahead and perform good deeds and influence them, but only if it’ll give them pleasure. 
So, we should not do that. We need to weigh, precisely the right or purposeful attitude to the world, in order to direct it to the goal, instead of simply throwing around goodness. In actuality, those who simply throw goodness around everywhere only ruin the world. So, we need to treat those who are neighbors to us by spirit, openly and purposefully, but we should treat those distant to us differently, but also purposefully. However, the treatment of them should be different; it should be without the feeling of love. The difference is very big, and we need to clearly imagine it for ourselves and differentiate between them. 

Question: Is the state of complete zero the ideal state? 

Is Klipat Noga zero? Is it the ideal state? Is it balanced? When a state is in “balance,” a person doesn't want anything at all. The minus and the plus act upon a person and he doesn't need anything at all, which means that he is in “zero.” Or, one is like a mule—not knowing where to take from, here or there, he remains hungry and dies of hunger. It is because he doesn't know where to take from. 
How can one imagine a state of balance? Noga is “half good and half evil” and so on; it is not a state of balance. It is a state of confusion, embarrassment, a sort of fog, when a person clearly doesn't know or understand, and he needs to clarify this state. Therefore, it is not a balanced state, but rather the opposite, the lack of any balance what-so-ever. And one needs to develop this sensation within himself to an extent when he is obliged to make a decision. 
Question: This morning, someone asked what it means to be responsible for mistakes, and you answered that every moment is new, and now you are saying that we are held responsible by nature. How should we understand this? 

Oh, that’s a good question. On one hand, we say that everything that happens to us is a consequence of our own mistakes. Everything that acts on a person today is forces that compel him to develop according to his state today. What does today's state depend on? It depends on a person's previous degree, his previous state. In other words, every time particular forces act on a person, they press on him, call him, and draw him toward the goal. That means that each of a person's states is a consequence of the previous one. He caused damage to something somewhere, and as a result, he brought himself to his present state. And in this state, he experiences the result of everything that was before—the good, the bad, and everything as a whole. That’s on one hand. 

On the other hand, we say, “A person must not think about the past.” He must not think about it, or ask himself why he has this. He should not think about what he did that was so bad in the past that he feels badly now. So, should a person do anything with the past or not, if his state today is the result of the past?

Nothing can be done with the past. There is no use in trying to figure out why, from such a past, a person receives such a bad state today. He receives it and that’s it. We can’t figure it out because we don’t know the whole system that we exist in. We don’t know! What’s the use of making assumptions or guessing whether it was because a person didn’t do something somewhere, he didn’t execute something, he treated something a certain way, or he was too lazy to do something causing it turn out the way it did? The whole system is hidden from man. He will never be able to figure out exactly why he is found in such a state today. In addition, a person is unable to know his real present state and he is unable to evaluate, see, and make it out correctly; it is hidden from him. 
A person can just say that his present state is a consequence of all his previous mistakes, his good actions, his efforts, weaknesses—everything. What can he do in his present state in order to correct it? In other words, we should not look back or else we’ll become a “salt pillar.” What does it mean to become a “salt pillar”? It means that a person will come to a stop in his development. Salt personifies the only product that does not go bad. So, he’ll become a “salt pillar”, like Lott’s wife, who looked back. One cannot look back! A person should only look ahead from his present state. 

Question: That means that we should not perform an analysis of our mistakes?

Again, “analysis of mistakes”! Go ahead, do it! Can we perform such an analysis? [Laughter in the audience] How does one know how to perform this analysis? What data does a person have, what formulas? 

An analysis is when there is some data that is plugged into some formulas, and one sees an equation: this plus this, this way; plus that, that way, with this coefficient and this coordinate gives a person this result. Where does a person get all this information? One needs to proceed from his present state forward. How? In the group. Only in the group can there be analysis, and nowhere else. One does not have a field of action; a person has no other laboratory except that of the group. 

That’s because if one enforces a law of more-or-less spiritual similarity among friends, then he will be able to analyze all of this within the group. In other words, one builds a system that is supposedly similar to the spiritual within the group, and when one brings some of his own desires, attributes, and thoughts there, he can see them in accordance to the group, in accordance to this system, which is more-or-less attuned to the spiritual; one can see how much he does or doesn't concur with it. This is already analysis. And there is no other possibility to analyze. 
Therefore, first one needs to create such a group, and secondly, one needs to carefully check himself in accordance with it. Then, to some degree, he will actually see his correct present state (not past states, but the present state). And one will see what he needs to direct it at and which way he needs to change it. Otherwise, he won’t see this either. Our entire work is only in the proper attunement within the group. After one has attuned the group properly, he checks himself, as if according to a tuning fork, he checks where the sound is in unison with it and where it is not. In the places where one is not in unison with the group, he will nevertheless have the direction of how to compare or counterbalance himself to them. This is actual movement toward the goal.

Movement toward the goal is movement toward balance with a properly attuned group. One has no other goal. A person doesn't see it. The spiritual goal is hidden. You are given an opportunity to create the spiritual goal, or the spiritual property, among your friends. You are not given anything else—nothing else is given! You will never see the spiritual in any other way; this is the only way. However, this is evidently given to a person. Do this, and one will have a weapon in his hands, with the help of which he will change himself. Don’t do it, and he will only think something, imagine something, and get confused in his ideas, and linger from one life to another. That’s it. 

Question: When we lower ourselves before our friend, how can we still remain in the state of critique, rather than become Chasidic? How does this occur simultaneously? 

This is already inner spiritual work. There is much to be said on this subject. These are personal questions, inner questions, so to speak. Should a person lower himself or not lower himself…? Is one Chasidic or not? This is one in a series of many questions about how to attune the group. We won’t descend to that level now.  
Question: Just now we read in the article that one's entry onto the next degree depends on the realization of how unbearable one's current degree is. How can we perform this work in the group? Let’s say that the present state is one of high ascent, how can we change that and say, “Okay, this is horrible. Let’s move ahead”? 
How can we make our state truly unbearable in order to get to the next degree? Imagine that this congress doesn’t end, that we gather at three-hour lessons in the morning and at night, we engage in dissemination and live all together in this scope. And everything within us is all here. We go out into the world in order to make money, to make some contact with the outside world. And in this manner, we are constantly moving toward the goal. We constantly worry about a state boiling within us, where we are compelled to simply rise to a different way of treating each other, when we learn or discover that we cannot simply exist this way anymore, we must begin some kind of spiritual interrelations between us. 
This depends on mutual work, a lot of effort. But that’s only when we have organized our lives accordingly, our family, work, school, and various other matters. And most importantly, the most essential thing that should remain in one's life is the fact that he is within the group and working with his neighbors. If this prevails in us, everything else is like a small add-on of this world with respect to the spiritual, eternal, and perfect. If our attitude to the group and the studies is of the same extent, the same proportion, as our attitude to work, school, etc, then everything is okay, then we will make it. However, if this is only occasionally in us, then of course we aren’t going to reach a state where we will want to enter the next level. 

Therefore, all our thoughts are within the organization of the group, and we convince each other of the necessity for this, and no outside actions or interferences from the world affect us, we perceive them only as being essential for strengthening even greater interconnections and the elevation of the goal. If we aspire ahead in this manner, then it is only a psychological problem, and we will quickly race through this entire journey. But if we waver and give our attention to this world, placing greater emphasis on it, rather than it merely being a means for us to rise to the Upper world, then accordingly, we will never rise from it. 

Now one needs to decide what to do. There are people sitting here who have been in these states for several years. So, the time has come to make a serious decision.

Question: You just said that a person feels everything he has in this world to be evil, worse than death itself. Only from this state can he enter the next spiritual degree. If a person has a good life, a good job, health, benefits, and does not see evil in his life, if this person studies Kabbalah and has a point in the heart, how will he cross the Machsom? 
He has a point in the heart if he feels this world to be good and kind? I don’t understand. A point in the heart is a point where he feels that this world has nothing; it is empty, because this world cannot fill this point. In this case, he does not feel the point. Maybe he feels good in this world, everything is okay, everything is good, but he would also like the spiritual. Why? Is it that he has a point in the heart? A point in the heart is new suffering, an unfulfilled desire, which prevails over all the other earthly desires and determines all of the person’s actions, all his thoughts, his whole path of decisions. In other words, in order to realize this point, he completely reshapes his life. One moves to a different place, changes jobs, changes himself completely in order to realize it. It forces him to do this. But if everything is okay for him in this life, and he thinks ‘why not have something else?’ this desire does not come from the point in the heart. 

Kabbalah begins from the question: “What meaning, what taste do I have in my life? I have nothing in it.” This is where Kabbalah starts. Try to remember the Preface to Talmud Eser Sefirot by Baal HaSulam. If everything is okay in a person's life, then I don’t know what he is doing with us. Such a person has no place among us. We need people that have nothing good in their lives. [Laughter in the audience] Yes, of course: good school, good job, everything is nice and calm, a loving wife, children, a pension, and so on. What does he need then? Let him go and live. 

That is not a point in the heart, and he does not study, nor will he study Kabbalah. What he learns is not Kabbalah. He simply studies, listens, and hears. That isn’t bad, and it will develop a point in the heart within him very quickly. However, from what this person says about his life, he does not have a point in the heart. A person with a point in the heart feels disgusted with his entire life and doesn't know how to run away from it. He could have millions, everything could be okay, and still, he has nothing. Nothing! We know how it is. It is like a wife who has a closet five times bigger than her husband's. She looks in it and says that she has nothing to wear; she has nothing in her life. Learn from her. This is a correct desire.

Question: Why is it that our Reshimo works in such a way that if we had some attainment in our previous life, let’s say that we were on the one hundred and tenth degree, but now we don’t… 

There is no such thing, dear. We were not on the hundred and tenth degree. Those of us who are now in this world and are trying to climb to a higher degree from the first or lowest degree of the spiritual world, have not been in the spiritual world. If a person has already crossed the Machsom and is in spiritual attainment, and his body dies without having reached full correction of the soul due to some calculations, he returns to this world and passes all these stages very quickly. It is unbelievable how quickly that occurs, like ARI, for instance, like Baal HaSulam, like Gaon of Vilna; it happens at a very young age. 
In other words, these people become instantly enlightened and begin to attain at a very young age, and they go on further. That is, they pass the previous degrees but do so almost unconsciously because these degrees have already been worked through. They pass them only to the extent that is necessary in order to be affixed to the present generation, in order to perform some minor upgrade, so to speak.

However, they must not correct themselves on their own on these degrees. Only because the generation has changed must they pass this path in accordance to this new generation and continue their further development in it. So, the fact that we are now on this degree of Lo Lishma and have been stuck here and cannot surmount the Machsom tells us that we have not been in the spiritual yet. But we will be. So, what were we doing in our previous lives? We did the same thing we do in this life: we still engaged in self-service. That’s it. We tended to our egoism. 

Question: Many people immediately experience completely unordinary states at congresses, states of immense elevation. We know this. And we also know that these states are difficult to maintain afterwards. Is it correct to understand or interpret these states as our next degrees? Of course every person has his own, or maybe they are half-degrees…

You are under my influence at congresses. At congresses, we receive inspiration, and then we successfully climb down to our every-day life. Is this good or bad, what should we do with this, and so on? A congress simply shows a person, as an example, the state that he should be in almost constantly, and he must make this state greater. Only you should do this on your own. For example, the state that is called “Saturday,” in the spiritual world, is a state where the Upper Light shines on a person from above and raises him through its luminescence. And then after Saturday, one must reach the same state over the course of the next week, where one has been elevated, but through his own efforts. 

This is what constitutes this periodicity. One is elevated and shown, like a little child who is picked up. Someone explains to him, shows him how to do something and then he is told, “Now, try to do it on your own.” The same thing happens at a congress. At a congress, there is the Upper Force, and the connection of all those who are connected, and I rouse the next state within us. It is artificial and undeserved because it has not been earned by the individual. Of course, the person made some efforts toward it, he created the prerequisites and so on, but nonetheless, this state is not his. Now after the congress, he must keep himself at the same state. And one can only do that through mutual connections and efforts.

Under no circumstances should a person agree to descend anywhere from this state. Any lowering of the state from what one felt here is simply a fall. One must hold on to what he has in him with his teeth and try to keep this state and now make it real within him. Real means with one's own efforts, a person's own work, his own thoughts, by reading, disseminating, and of course, particularly within the group. Think of any means for joint actions among all of you. Share information, share impressions, etc. This is essential. Nothing will happen otherwise. 

All of mankind must come to this. Do you understand what that means? Let it at least happen among us. By the way, this state that we are in now is very close to realization. But this final moment, this disengagement, is like tearing off a piece of meat from ourselves. It is just impossible. How can we do this? We must completely entrust our group with this. Only the influence of the environment can make a person completely different, that will change him. So, I hope that these congresses will simply show us our actual next degree, which will be higher every time.

However, still I see that today’s congress is different from the previous ones. We are talking about more internal topics, more to the point, as we say. We are close to realization. We discussed all these questions seriously. They no longer raise doubts in us on a theoretical level. To realize them on a practical level is difficult, but that is already your work. If any questions will arise, we should open up a special page, maybe, and work on all these questions there. By all means, I will answer them. 

Question: Other than all these things that we spoke about, there are probably some other factors that influence the whole group as a whole. Before the war, when it began, it seems like that too is connected—what happened in Israel. It was generally not a very good state. It influenced absolutely everyone, not just us. We know that the same thing happened in Israel. It was some additional external factor. Does anything like this exist?

Of course, external factors influence us to such an extent that there are times… It’s just that the time now, according to the calendar, is the time of the destruction of the Temple, the time of Ari’s death, and so on. So, this is not a good time. The best time is the time of Purim. So, now we are in the opposite from that time. Although it is said that this time, the ninth of Av, is the day of destruction of the Temples—the first as well as the second—the time of various exiles, exterminations, and everything else that befell on this period. But it is particularly from this period, from this darkness, that the day of redemption or restoration comes. As we learned today, it is particularly from this darkness, from all this that Light is revealed. 
Therefore, we can view it from both angles. If we view it from the angle of the Kelim, we see that the Kelim are in the most horrid of states, but specifically because of that there is a possibility to get out of that state. So, let’s hope that the manifestation of such a congress, with all the other groups in the world taking part in it, being connected to us, listening to us, being with us, will yield its fruit, and we will see this in the outside world as well as the inner world. 

It’s just that we should also see the world a bit differently. The whole world is suffering, even those who kill or terrorize others. Terror and everything else is an expression of suffering. It is an expression of suffering! It is an expression, a sensation of a lack of fulfillment, imbalance, and hopelessness of some sort. Therefore, we should look at all this as souls that are looking for their balance. The fact that this manifests itself as Hitlers and Stalins, Bin Ladens and others, is irrelevant. This is the manifestation. No matter how you spin it, we need to rise higher and look at the general system, and we will see that only a general redemption is needed here. 

Hence, we can put it this way: no one is at fault for being in some state and doing what he is doing. We are only at fault for not realizing this Klipat Noga, if we have the opportunity to do this within. Therefore, it is very difficult to judge the world according to its external state. The world will seem completely different to you than it does today, even with the same Arabs in it, who are against the whole world, against Israel or European civilization. These are forces of nature; this is imbalance of spiritual forces, which manifest that way in our world.

Question (cont’d): But at the same time, when we perform dissemination, we address a particular part of the world. We address the developed parts of the world.

Right now, I am talking about how we need to see the world, but we don’t see it that way. And when we go to disseminate, we need to clothe in the person that we offer this to; we need to be on the same level as him, talk to him in his words, present the information to him in the form that he wishes to accept it. This is different. These are completely different things. What’s the problem? These are two completely different approaches: the way a big person sees the world, the way he communicates in it and perceives it, and the way he communicates with a child, on what level he communicates with him. Certainly, there is a difference. 
We need to learn to communicate with children. And it should be done with love, respect, with an understanding of how they can receive these explanations, this material of ours, from us. And if the child doesn’t want it, he wants to kill you instead, he wants anything else, he hates you, that’s irrelevant; you must find a way to approach him. What can we do? This is simply a consequence of our descent. And we are obliged to bring the world to a corrected state but do so, first and foremost, through our own correction. 

Question (cont’d): So, what are Haman and Amalek ?

Haman and Amalek are those desires in every one of us that cannot be corrected; they can only be destroyed. What does “destroyed” mean? It means that rather than working with them, we should cut off their usage. That is called “destroying them.” When a person doesn't use some of his desire it means that he destroys it. All of these desires are inside us, and it is not that a person personifies this. Do you understand?

It is very difficult to treat the world properly. If a person could see all this, he would not wish evil or death upon anyone. However, this is difficult until a person sees this system. Where is the freedom of will, who has it and who doesn’t, and why does it work in this manner? In our world, practically everything that exists with respect to a person is the Creator’s messenger with regard to him. He should not react to these things. A person should aspire to connect his impressions from everything, in accordance to what he sees, to the Creator, rather than have it be with regard to a person, or trying to correct a person.

Question: How to find the thought or the opinion, with which I must agree, in accordance to which I must lower myself? 

How can we come to a common opinion, how can we move ahead if the group has so many opinions? We take as the basis the articles of Baal HaSulam and Rabash, we write out specific counsels of Kabbalists, the so-called “commandments of Kabbalists” for us, and we build a Tekanon (statute of the group) according to that, and that statute is accepted and considered to be mandatory for everyone. That’s all.

Every person evaluates himself according to this statute. This statute is constantly perfected as the group advances, and everything moves ahead only in accordance to what is written. This means that it is essential to discuss and properly understand what is written, and this is in fact what causes us to move forward. Work on the statute within oneself, how one understands it, and what it should consist of. This is indeed one's inner work. 
Don’t think that all one needs to do is to write it down once and paste it to the wall. That will not do anything. It should be in the heart, instead of hanging on the wall. Do you understand? This isn’t a statute in the army; it is a statute of the work of the heart, like it’s written here: “One soul, one heart.” Enough with these questions. Okay, last one.

Question: There is some feeling of descent in dissemination. The enterprise suffers a little because a person doesn’t feel that he has the strength to do anything. How much can we demand of, or awaken the friends?

If one agreed to some conditions beforehand, then the group can demand them of any person. That’s it. He is obliged to carry out these conditions. Of course, there are such states when a person simply feels that if someone were to go ahead and kill him, he still would be unable to move an inch. Such states happen. But in general we should try to lead a person out of these states, and he is obliged to execute what he took upon himself. We must understand that our friend's state depends on how the group treats him, to what extent he is given a feeling of the importance of the goal, so to speak. 

A person is dependent on his surroundings. If he places himself under the group's influence, then this means that the way in which he becomes inspired, to an extent, depends only on the group. Therefore, one person cannot fall without the others being at fault. There is no such thing. When he began to fall, the others needed to have noticed and influenced him immediately, rather than just thinking, ‘He fell. So what? He’ll get up.’ Under no circumstances should we think this way. 

We don’t feel that it’s the same thing. It is the same as if it were to happen to us. We don’t feel that someone else's descent will affect us. A person doesn't feel himself to be part of the whole. If one's leg hurts, does that mean that the person is healthy overall, the whole organism is healthy? No, it doesn’t. So, I don’t know. We can talk about this infinitely and it will all be for nothing until you feel that the success of one depends on everyone. It is just like being in a boat. If one person makes a hole, everyone drowns. That’s it. Say whatever you want after that; the result is the same. 

Question (cont’d): That means that we need to literally watch the state of every person and constantly react to any types of changes, descents and so on?

Of course, we need to watch them. If I am dependent on them, won’t I watch them? Should I force myself to watch them? Imagine that my partner and I open up a business that is valued at millions of dollars, and its success depends on both of us. Of course I’ll watch him. Did he steal, is he working normally, what progress am I making, what progress is he making, what are we both making, and so on? I constantly look after him, from a good angle, from a bad angle, I constantly suspect, search for ways to support him, me, and so on. I think about how we can succeed together. 

This happens from all sides: the egoistic side, the altruistic side, etc. This is a partner without whom I will not achieve the goal. So, how can I “force myself to pay attention to him”? What does it mean to “force”? There is no need to force oneself here. I just keep an eye on him. And you are saying it as if a duty has been placed on you. If you want the goal, you know that you will not reach it without him. That’s it. 

