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Gilad Shadmon: Shalom Rav Laitman. Today we’re having a special Yeshivat Haverim (Gathering of Friends) in preparation for the Congress 2009. It is led by children, and children from all over the world will be participating in it. 
The question is how should a child prepare himself for the congress this coming February?
Rav Laitman: First of all, it is best for him to study the material we have for children in preparation for the children’s congress. He should arrive in a good mood, healthy and ready to participate. He needs to know why all of us are gathering together, what our unification can generate. He should also know that the Congress brings all the best for all, that we are beginning to bestow to the whole world, that we are showing the whole world its future form. And children are the world’s future. They are those who will take what we are doing now and continue in the next generation. Therefore, we are very happy that they are participating with us, and actually studying with us, “The deeds of fathers are signs for their children.” That is how we are progressing. 
So, along with children, we need to prepare for that, to show them how to prepare themselves. Children need to focus on welcoming others who are very different from them, from all different places, children who don’t really understand their language, but through body language, perhaps, to connect with each other. The preparation is geared towards me connecting with the entire world. To me, this gathering at the congress with children who represent all nations from the whole world, is my future world, which will be integrated and joining all, regardless of color, nationality, etc…

Then, at the congress, we would like to connect, as one common heart, all the hearts together, that is how we will cause the world, all of the adults and children will be joined. That is how we will change the world in such a way that these children will grow up and they will have a beautiful and enlightened world. 
That is why we are very happy that children are participating with us and hope that they understand their responsibility. We also think that whatever they do there, their activities, plays and games, we will then be able to present the type of connection that is possible next generation to the entire world. Let’s educate them starting now and we will develop a new humanity. 
Gilad Shadmon: Should boys and girls be prepared differently, based on the different spiritual functions of men and women?

Rav Laitman: No, there isn’t that much of a difference between the functions of men and women. Everyone has to participate in disseminating the method of correction which is called the wisdom of Kabbalah. Everyone has to support each other and explain the method as best as possible; what happens when one begins to implement it, what he attains and its quality.
That’s why there is no difference here between men and women. Women even have further means to disseminate than men, because they are more interested in Kabbalah, sense the deficiency and are more inclined to listen to what we explain. Therefore, I actually hope that the wisdom of Kabbalah will spread all over the world much more quickly through women rather than in the regular, general way. 
That is why children and women alike bridge the pathways between us and the world, allowing the wisdom of Kabbalah to be accepted more gently, without objection. It is very difficult for men to convey that; they are proud, in a foolish way, but too proud to accept anything foreign. They wish to control with their knowledge and strength, everyone is a “macho.” It is true of everyone, even those who seem to be more understanding and aware. It is the nature of men. 

Women are the opposite, they have the strength of submissiveness; she is willing to listen, willing to connect with something new. Children even more so, they surrender to the greater, therefore it is much easier for women and children to convey the message. So, our children and women can assist us more with disseminating the wisdom of Kabbalah than we can by ourselves.
Gilad Shadmon: How do you see the difference between a child arriving at the congress and leaving it? 

Rav Laitman: I think he will leave feeling proud for having been in such a special place where many great people gathered. 'Great' in terms of age, might and essence, who accepted a child as a partner, directed their expectations specifically towards him as the next generation and who want this coming generation to rise to a spiritual degree. 
Children will feel proud that it has been done for them, for them it was created, for them we have invested so much time and means. They will leave with a sense of their responsibility, for everything they saw, received and felt can now continue in their connection amongst themselves, first and foremost. The congress doesn’t end with the congress; rather they continue to be connected with everyone. We are preparing them further towards correction and weekly lessons and future gatherings.
Gilad Shadmon: And now a question regarding the staff guiding the children and preparing them all over the world for months now, mostly a staff of women. With what intent should they come to the congress? 

Rav Laitman: It’s simple. We are obligated to educate our children, “sons” as they are called, so we need to treat them accordingly. What do we want? How will we want the child to look in future years? So I already need to prepare myself, in order to convey the message accordingly, his education, attributes, feelings, to develop him from every point of view, so that when he grows up, I will see the results of my intentions today. 

That has to be calculated ahead of time, planned ahead of time according to a long-term plan along with short-term ones, strategically and tactically. There must be one whole plan, with our congresses, lessons and all kinds of dissemination projects as parts. Our school which will be opened in the near future, God willing, and additional courses, and such throughout the world. I think that at this congress we would also like to prepare a model for the entire world; what we expect from the world, and what we bring to the world. 
By filming the children’s activities, we can actually show the world that even during this time of crisis and such a horrible situation all over the world, what can be done and how people can live together and connected so beautifully.

Gilad Shadmon: To close our discussion, would you like to say something directly to the children who are now participating in the Yeshivat Haverim?


Rav Laitman: I wish you health, strength, also to be strong in your knowledge, for you to know where you are headed and that your unification, the force of connection amongst yourselves is the force that will break it all. That force is not the force of the fist, as if you are joining together into a gang of bullies, but a force which connects the hearts. Then the Upper Force joins you. That is the force by which you will attain everything in life. I wish you success.
